desirable.    We do not anticipate that the work of the
combined department, which we would call the Rural Reconstruction and Revenue Department, in order to emphasise the rural reconstruction side, the importance
of \vhifh may perhaps be not realised sufficiently when placed in conjunction with the older Revenue, will be
too heavy. If it is, Fisheries can be transferred to the Public Works Department, and Money-lending and Moneylenders to the Commerce Department.
The Local Self-Government Department Is now under
a Joint Secretary, and could, we think, be amalgamated with the Education Department, Local Self-Government is also in reality a form of education, Education, in
the rural areas, more specially in its wider aspects, can benefit greatly from the activities of the Local Self-Go vernment Department. The bulk of the detailed work of education in the rural areas falls on the Director of Public Instruction, so that the Secretary, provided he does not attempt to do the Director's work in addition to his own, should not normally be overburdened and unable to take on the extra work proposed.
The suggestions we have made eliminate 2 Secretaries I Joint Secretary, It may also be possible, when the departments are combined, to make some further saving m oflscers and staff. On the general question of reduction in the Secretariat departments, we observe that, about two years ago> a specially qualified officer of great experience from Bombay put -forward proposals, in most cases, after discussion and consultation with the Secretaries of departments. It is a matter for regret that, although these suggestions were quite often accepted in toto by the Secretaries when the Officer was here,, action upop-tJbeiB. has not been taken fully in any case. In .some departments., notably Finance, no retrenchment at all been effected in the officer personnel. We have no doubt that the proposals made by Khan Sahib Joshi are capable of being carried out without affecting efficiency of working, and we would strongly urge upon Government the necessity of insisting upon their being implemented and not paying undue attention to the denaurrence of tJtose mo$t interested. A plea put forward by some ^jbpaxtmexits for not carrying out fully Khaa Sahib Joshi's suggestions about non-gazetted staff is that be not take completely into account the low standard the loert j»#tewl* Now^ quite apart from tfce

